
Important Updates 

1.  Playing Tests are happening soon.  Students do one playing test per term to 

supplement what I see in class.  Video playing tests are done at home on a device and 

students submit through google classroom.  If you don’t have access to a device at 

home, please let me know and the student can complete the test privately on a school 

iPad during class time.  The videos must show their faces and their hands so I can see 

fingerings and embouchure (face muscles).  The testing period is Nov 9th - Nov 20th.  

The earlier the tests are done, the sooner I can mark them and work with your child if I 

find an issue.  There are over 120 band students. 

Grade 6 Test - #29 on Page 9 of the red book 

Grade 7 Test - #122 on Page 27 of the red book 

Grade 8 Test - #109 on Page 26 of the blue book 

2. Practice Records should be handed in every week on Tuesday and they are marked 

and returned on Wednesdays.  If students forget, I will mark it the next week.  If you lose 

the card you can download and print one from my website, or just write it on a piece of 

paper.  Students are expected to practice 80 minutes per week.  Even if there has been 

zero practice, hand in a signed card and a mark will be given.  Please do not be 

surprised with the report card comments if there hasn’t been any practice done.  I 

encourage you to practice along with your child.  Get them to teach you the instrument 

that you have rented or borrowed. 

3. Concert Opportunities  

A. Tuba Christmas Over 80 tuba and euphonium players from the Island 

and Vancouver play Christmas carols in Market Square on Dec 10th.  

Colqujtz Tuba and Euph students are invited to attend.  Although most 

music is too difficult, even if you can only play a few notes, the experience 

is worth it.  Audience members are welcome and this is often a regular 

Christmas event for many families.  It is a fundraiser for Children’s 

charities. 

B. UVic Wind Symphony (Concert Band) has a concert on Friday, 

November 25th from 8-10 pm at Farquhar Auditorium.  Students can 

attend for $8 if I book a block of tickets.  Parents can also come as 

“chaperones” for the same price, but I have to book them.  If you are 

interested in coming, send in $8 and I will book a group.  I will be there 

because my son plays in it, so if you want to send your child, just get 

them to UVic and I will supervise and you can pick them up at the end.  

Cut-off date for payments is Tues. Nov 15th.  If you send a cheque, please 

make it out to Kelly Montgomery, not the school, as I will be buying the 

tickets from my home credit card. 

C. Meridiem Wind Ensemble is a group of local pro and semi-pro concert 

band musicians that come together to make a concert which raises funds 

for school music programs.   The concert is Thursday Nov 17th at 7 pm at 

the Dave Dunnet Theatre at Oak Bay High School.  Tickets are $20 for 

adults but only $5 for students.  This will be an excellent example of an 



amazing concert band.  You may book your own tickets through the 

EventBrite website.  I will be there, but I won’t be chaperoning this 

concert. 

4. Google Classroom Below are the links for each classroom, which is how information 

will be sent out to students.  Parents are encouraged to sign up as well.  There won’t be 

many notifications, just one or 2 per term. 

Jazz Band Link - https://meet.google.com/zze-wuxr-zrr 

Band 7/8 Link – https://meet.google.com/cuq-bxzf-fgf 

Band 6 Link - https://meet.google.com/icv-gnbh-xvv 

5. Winter Concert is Wednesday Dec 14th.  There are 2 concerts in one day.  The 

afternoon concert is for school students and the evening is for parents.  Grade 6 Band 

only plays in the evening.  We have 8 ensembles and all perform in the evening.  The 

concert starts at 7 and is usually completely finished and put away by 9:15.  All students 

must stay until the end to watch all the other ensembles and clean up afterwards.  If 

everyone helps, we’re done in 10-15 minutes.  More info will come as we get closer. 

6. Fundraising  Thanks to those who sold poinsettias.  We had a huge order this year.  

The Purdy’s sales continue until almost the end of November.  Again, both of the profits 

go directly to students to be used for tour in Gr 7/8.  Grade 6 can start saving now for 

next year. Funds that are not used can be passed down to younger siblings.  We also do 

bake-sales at our concerts.  Please bring a baked item the evening of the concert and 

sign up to volunteer for a short period of time.  We may need people to sort poinsettias, 

and set up, take down and work the bake sale for short periods of time.  Mark your 

baked item if it is special, like gluten free, nut free, sugar free as we try to keep them 

separated. Items are by donation, so bring your own container. 

7. BAND 6 has just learned our 5th note and we are playing up to #23 in the red book. 

BAND 7/8 has 6 pieces we are working on.  Eternal Father and Oh Canada are being 

prepared for the school’s Remembrance Day Ceremony. The other pieces are for the 

winter concert.  We will add one Christmas piece after Remembrance Day. 

JAZZ BAND has 5 pieces we are working on.  Students in Jazz Band should make sure 

they are practicing notes and rhythms of jazz pieces as well as concert band pieces!  

There’s no playing test because I hear them individually more often in class. 

8. UNIFORMS Keep your eyes peeled for upcoming info and start thinking of uniforms.  

Students wear all black bottoms – socks, shoes, pants, skirt and a Colquitz Music T-shirt 

which will be available soon for Grade 6 and new students.  Most Grade 7/8 students 

have them already.  For black shoes, I recommend Value Village or other thrift stores 

because of changing foot sizes.  If not, have them wear black socks only for the 2 hour 

concert. 

Thanks, Kelly 
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